Name: ______________________________________

NT Social Studies 11  Chapter 9: The Structure of Canada’s Government
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Key Terms:


BNA Act

constitutional monarchy
federal system

residual powers

amending formula
Charter of Rights & Freedoms
political party

Hansard

governor general
House of Commons

Speaker


Senate


triple E


opposition


official opposition
MP

riding/constituency
caucus



shadow cabinet

party whip cabinet secrecy

party discipline


coalition

premier


lieutenant governor
MLA



mayor


Concepts to Know:

· Britain’s  role in shaping Canada’s government

· What active citizenship looks like

· Role of media,  lobbyists, and pressure groups

· Characteristics of civil disobedience

· Key political ideologies and how they fit into the political spectrum

· Canada’s key political parties

· The three levels of government (federal, provincial, municipal), their structure, and responsibilities

· The three branches of the parliamentary system (executive, legislative, judicial) and its composition

· How MPs are expected to vote

· Steps that are taken for a bill to become law

· Arguments for and against reforms in the Senate

· How the number of seats in the Commons is determined

· The difference between a majority and minority government

· Steps of the electoral process in Canada 
Websites to check:

www.parl.gc.ca
www.canada.gc.ca
www.infocan.gc.ca
NT SS11 Ch 9 Q&As

1. Describe some of the British and European government traditions Canada has adopted.

2. What are the three parts of our written Constitution?

3. What are some examples of active citizenship to make government responsive to our needs?

4. What is the function of a pressure group?

Give an example of an institutionalized pressure group.

Give an example of an issue-oriented pressure group.

5. What purpose does a lobbyist serve? 
Do you think lobbying is democratic? Why or why not?

6. Do the media have a large influence on people’s viewpoints on an issue? Why or why not?

7. What is civil disobedience?

Name the 3 principles of civil disobedience.

Give 3 examples of acts of civil disobedience that changed an entire legislation.

8. Complete a chart about the following ideologies: socialism, liberalism, conservatism, communism, and fascism.

9. Place the following political parties:  Liberals, Conservatives, Green, NDP, Bloc Quebecois into a political spectrum (refer to Fig. 9-12).
10.  Give examples of patronage in the federal government.

11. Complete the following:

The executive branch is responsible for: ____________________________
It consists of _______________, ______________ & _________________.  The representative of the Crown, called the __________ must give ___________________to bills before they can become law. The leader of the political party with the most seats becomes ____________________. He chooses members from his party to be in charge of specific areas, such as defense, finance, and foreign affairs.  These designated members, called ______________, form the _____________ and are expected to show full support through the display of ________________. Items discussed in the private meetings must not be discussed due to _______________________________.
12. The legislative branch, composed of ________________, ________________ and ____________________________ is responsible for _____________________________________________________________.

Its meetings are called ______________________.  Members in the House of Commons, are called ___________.  They are usually elected once every ___ years, and represent roughly 100,000 citizens that live in their ______________________.  The party with the most elected members form the ___________________.  All the others from the other parties form ________________________.  The debates between them are controlled by the _______________________.

13. The __________________ is also called the Upper House, and its members are called _____________________.  They are appointed by the ________________ on the advice of our ___________________.

14. What are two main purposes for the Senate?

Describe the reforms recommended for the Senate.
15. What is a private member’s bill?

Who normally introduces a bill?

 * Please make sure that you are familiar with the process of how a bill becomes law.

What do we call a bill that becomes law?

16. What are the benefits and challenges of a minority government?

17. Explain the term prorogue.

18. Under what circumstances might parliament be dissolved?

19. Answer the practice questions on page 317.
20. Complete the parallel roles chart in the federal and provincial governments.

Title




Provincial



Federal












Representative of the monarchy

Leader of gov’t & party in power

Ministers responsible for departments

Those chosen to represent the riding

Offers “sober second-thought” 

Those who conduct daily gov’t business

21. Give examples of services provided by the municipal governments.

