Name: _________________________________

Date: _____________________

The Depression Years: Canada in the 1930s

The documents  needed for this activity is available in class.
Station 1: From Boom to Bust! and Canada’s Economy Collapses
Find 3 examples that indicate how the stock market crashed and industries collapsed.
What are some of the reasons given by economists on why the collapse happened?
How were ordinary citizens affected? Find 3 examples of how difficult it was for most citizens.
Station 2: On the Dole

Going on the dole was often a humiliating experience for many. Do you think that the rules for eligibility are fair? Why or why not?

Do you agree that relief payments should never be in cash? Why or why not?

How is relief eligibility different from today?  What do you think of the rules for those getting social assistance in 2011?
Station 3: Dust, Drought and Grasshoppers

Give 3 examples of how poor farming practices had catastrophic consequences on the farmers in the Prairies.

How did the weather contribute to the already challenging scenario?
Station 4: Government Camps: National Relief of National Disgrace?
Do you think the camps were a relief or disgrace? Support your answer with evidence.
Station 5: The On-to-Ottawa Trek

The On-to-Ottawa Trek was an attempt by relief camp workers to have their concerns heard by the government in Ottawa.  What would prompt workers to travel 3000 miles under harsh conditions to have their grievances heard by a government that has, so far, seemed ambivalent to their plight?
How reasonable are their demands?

Station 6: Who Caused the Regina Riot?

There are always two sides to a story.  If this case went to court and you were a jury member, whose side would you find more convincing? Why?
