Social Studies 10  Semester 1 2013-2014
Ms. Evelyn Amado (eamado@sd62.bc.ca) 
Welcome to Social Studies 10!  In this course you will learn about the development and history of Western Canada, including its physical environment, as well as the political, economic, cultural, and social aspects that have shaped its history.   The course centers on using critical thinking through a variety of interactive approaches. I hope I will keep you motivated, focussed, and interested. 

Philosophy

History becomes useful when you can find relevance and apply the lessons to your daily life. In this course, you are encouraged to develop your critical thinking and communicative skills (speaking, reading, writing) through meaningful interactions and discussions in a supportive environment.  Your ability to do well in this course is dependent on:

1) regular and punctual attendance;

2) active class participation;

3) coming to class prepared;

4) having a positive attitude and open mind.

Homework will always be checked the following class and journals will be collected once a month. Homework that is submitted late will only get completion marks. It is your responsibility to obtain notes on missed work when you are away and complete assigned tasks.  The basic course requirements and worksheets are available on my teacher web at 
http://eamado.weebly.com/
You will not be assigned a textbook, but rather have access to an E Text through the following website:

www.pearsoned.ca/school/product/horizons2/
Click on the EText Login on the left-hand yellow box. 

Login name:msamado

Password: belmontss10

If you prefer, the textbook can be downloaded onto a USB memory stick which you provide. 
Another important resource for this course is Blackboard Learning. The site is accessible through:

www.bb.eservicebc.ca
All tests, quizzes and projects must be completed. Once again, you are responsible for checking with the teacher when you’ve missed something. It is always better to submit things late than not hand it in at all!  Makeup tests can be written the following ___________________________ at lunch hour provided you bring in a note from home.
Assessment and evaluation are ongoing.  Term marks are based on class participation, Blackboard activities, homework, quizzes, tests, projects, group work, presentations, and a final exam as follows:

Projects, presentations, class work


40

Tests and quizzes




40

Homework and journal



20

The above accounts for 80% of your final grade and the final exam is worth 20%.

I wish you a positive learning experience.  Happy learning!
Student’s Name:  __________________________   Date: _______________________

Parent/Guardian’s Signature: _____________________________________________

 
